
By EILEEN SULLIVAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — To assuage privacy concerns, the
White House and some lawmakers are pushing for-
ward with changes to a surveillance program that
would leave the bulk storage of millions of Americans’
telephone records in the hands of phone companies,
even though they are convinced the information now
held by the government is protected and question
whether the changes would actually do more to pro-
tect privacy.
President Barack Obama intends to ask Congress to
end the bulk collection of Americans’ phone records.
Instead, the government would ask phone companies
to search their records for possible links to terrorism.
Obama said that any alternatives to the government

holding onto the phone records posed difficult prob-
lems and raised privacy issues. And Republican Rep.
Mike Rogers, R-Mich., chairman of the House Intelli-
gence Committee, said he believes the data is safer
with the National Security Agency, even though he
recommended it be moved from the agency’s custody.
“We’re changing the program based on a perception,
not a reality,” Rogers said shortly before he introduced
legislation that would end the program in its current
form. Americans, Rogers said, don’t want the govern-
ment holding onto their data.
“They just didn’t have a comfort level with the NSA
holding, in bulk, metadata, even though we had huge
levels of protection,” Rogers said. “I do believe that pri-
vacy was better protected than you’re going to see in
the phone companies.”

The metadata is the number called, the number
from which the call is made, and the duration and
time of the call, but not the content of the call or the
callers’ names.
The White House proposal, which has not been de-
scribed in great detail yet, and the House Intelligence
Committee’s proposal both shift the custody of the
phone records to the phone companies, which already
hold onto the records for 18 months as federal regula-
tions require.
In January, Obama tasked his administration with
coming up with new options to the telephone records
program by March 28. Obama said officials offered an
option that he thinks is workable and addresses con-
cerns raised by the public.
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By MARJORIE CLARK
Daily News Staff Writer

The Silver Thimble Quilt Shop has
been in business for 37 years, and
Betty Gale has been the owner for 30. 
When Gale purchased the shop in
1983, it was located on Mission Street
and wasn't quite the quilt-focused es-
tablishment it is today. Gale's long-
time employee, Jean Mackey, said the
shop used to be focused on sewing
clothes. Through the years, the pair
shifted the shop's focus to quilting,
and they haven't looked back.
Mackey said part of what has

helped them stay in business through
hard years after the Ketchikan Pulp
Co. mill closure and competition with
Wal-Mart’s former fabric department,
was the shop’s move to Salmon Land-
ing. 
"Quilters will find a quilt shop no
matter where it's located," Mackey
said. "But being down here on the
dock made it really convenient. It's
brought a lot of business."
Gale credits her employee’s flexibil-
ity and understanding with making
the hard years a bit easier.
"We had our struggles," Gale said.

"(Mackey) was always wonderful in
creating samples and ideas and dis-
plays. She's been so wonderful to me."
These days the shop is gearing up
for summer visitors. Gale has two
shop spaces on the second floor of
Salmon Landing. One is the main
shop and the other is turned into an
Alaska-themed space filled with fab-
ric, patterns, kits and books.
Between six and 10 quilt-focused
cruise groups pass through Ketchikan
every summer, Gale said. Mackey said
the groups are small, but at least two
cruises will have 50 to 75 participants.

"This year, so far, we have four,"
Gale said. "We don't even know they
are here until they show up at the
shop."
Gale said that during the early years
of the Salmon Landing location, they
set up tables to cut fabric outside the
shop in order to accommodate the in-
flux of people.
During the winter, the second retail
space is converted into a classroom
with long tables. Mackey said mem-
bers of the Rainy Day Quilters Guild
use the space almost daily.

By NICK BOWMAN
Daily News Staff Writer

The Ketchikan School District is facing a far better financial picture in the
short term than the larger districts to the north.
While Ketchikan is facing cuts if a few upcoming decisions don’t go in its
favor, the cuts wouldn’t be nearly as deep as those being made in Anchorage
and Fairbanks, where hundreds of teachers are being let go amidst a multi-mil-
lion dollar budget crunch.
Anchorage is looking at cutting 6 percent of its workforce — about 200 teach-
ers — to close a $23 million gap in the district budget.
In Fairbanks, 50 teachers might be out the door because of an $8 million
shortfall in the upcoming fiscal year.
Back in the First City, there are cuts, but not to the extent of those being
made up north.
District administrators are quick to note that the budget changes frequently,
and it was much the same at a public meeting at the Ketchikan High School li-
brary on Tuesday.
Schools Superintendent Robert Boyle noted that the numbers available at the
meeting don’t include a sure contribution from either the state or the Ketchikan
Gateway Borough.

School district
cuts projected

See ‘School budget,’ page 9

By BECKY BOHRER
Associated Press

JUNEAU — As the state continues
to negotiate contracts with unions
for ferry system workers, a Senate
committee on Tuesday advanced a
bill that would lower pay for the sys-
tem's Alaska-based employees by
eliminating cost-of-living differen-
tials.
A provision that dates back decades
allows differentials to be paid to em-
ployees living in Alaska, as opposed to
those living out of state, with the min-
imum salary based on Seattle's cost of
living. The Alaska Marine Highway
System spans more than 3,500 miles,
from Bellingham, Wash., to Dutch
Harbor, Alaska, and employs workers
who live outside Alaska.
Information provided with the bill
shows the differential is about $450 to
$665 per pay period for two of the
unions and roughly $4 to $5 an hour
for another union.
Union leaders say getting rid of the
differential will hurt recruitment.
Some ferry system workers who testi-
fied to the Finance Committee talked
about the long work hours and the
high cost of living in rural communi-

ties.
Sen. Fred Dyson, R-Eagle River, the
sponsor of the bill, has said the differ-
ential results in significant costs to the
state.
Senate Bill 182 would not allow col-
lective bargaining agreements to ad-
just the salary paid to an employee
living in Alaska based on a difference
between the cost of living in Alaska
and outside the state. If approved, the
bill would remove the cost-of-living
adjustment for anyone hired after July
1. Employees already receiving the
benefit before July 1 will continue to
be paid the differential.
Nicki Neal, director of the Division
of Personnel and Labor Relations, told
the Finance Committee on Monday
that the differential language in law is
outdated and limits what can be bar-
gained.
Critics say the state should not get
involved in union bargaining issues.
The state remains in negotiations
with three unions representing Alaska
Marine Highway System workers.
State law calls for terms of tentative
agreements to be submitted to the
Legislature by the 60th day of session.

Bill to reduce
ferry pay moves

See ‘Ferry pay,’ page 2

By MICHAEL RUBINKAM
Associated Press

A woman who, as a newborn, was
abandoned in the bathroom of a Penn-
sylvania fast-food restaurant said
Tuesday she has found her birth
mother just three weeks after launch-
ing a search that garnered worldwide
attention.
Katheryn Deprill, 27, said she felt
“pure joy” when she met her biologi-
cal mother for the first time Monday
at an attorney’s office. And, after she
learned the sad details of her concep-
tion and abandonment, she said she
understood why her mom did what
she did.
“She is better than anything I
could’ve ever imagined. She is so
sweet and amazing. I’m so happy,”
said Deprill, who has become known
as the Burger King Baby.

D e p r i l l
began her
quest on
March 2 by
posting on
her Facebook
page a photo
in which she
held up a
sign that said,
“Looking for
my birth
mother. ...
She aban-
doned me in
the Burger
King bath-

room only hours old, Allentown PA.
Please help me find her by sharing my
post.”
The photo was shared more than
30,000 times by Facebook users
around the world, and Deprill’s story
landed in numerous media outlets.
That caught the attention of the
woman who abandoned her, and she
came forward to attorney John Wal-
dron, who arranged for them to meet.
Deprill said she bears a very strong
resemblance to the woman, whose
name she wouldn’t disclose.

“It looked like I was looking in a
mirror,” she said.
Deprill, an EMT and married
mother of three who lives outside Al-
lentown in South Whitehall Township,
said she embraced her mother.
“I got the hug that I had wanted for
the last 27 years, and that broke the
ice,” she said. “I asked if I could have
it, and she said, ‘absolutely,’ and just
held her arms open, and the rest is
history.”
The pair met for about four hours
and exchanged contact information.
Deprill said they plan to meet again.
“We are definitely going to have a
relationship,” she said.
Deprill declined to address the cir-
cumstances of her abandonment, re-
ferring those questions to Waldron.
The attorney said the woman said
that, as a 16-year-old, she was raped
while traveling abroad and became
pregnant. The woman said she hid the
pregnancy from her parents and, after
giving birth in her bedroom, felt she
could not take her newborn to the hos-
pital because she would have to an-
swer questions.
Waldron had his staff prepare for

See ‘NSA,’ page 2

By MANUEL VALDES
and PHUONG LE

Associated Press
ARLINGTON, Wash.
— With search and ca-
daver dogs leading the
way, rescuers using small
bulldozers and their bare
hands pushed through
sludge strewn with splin-
tered homes and twisted
cars to find 10 more bod-
ies in the debris of a
Washington state mud-
slide, authorities said.
Despite the grim dis-
coveries as the search entered its fifth day Wednesday
— and the likelihood that more bodies will be found —
officials were still hoping to find survivors.
“We haven’t lost hope that there’s a possibility that we
can find somebody alive in some pocket area,” said Sno-

homish County District
21 Fire Chief Travis
Hots.
Two bodies were re-
covered Tuesday, while
another eight were lo-
cated in the debris field
from Saturday’s slide 55
miles northeast of Seat-
tle, Hots said.
That brings the likely
death toll to 24, though
authorities are keeping
the official toll at 16
until the eight other
bodies are recovered.
With scores still miss-
ing, authorities are
working off a list of 176
people unaccounted for,
though some names
were believed to be du-
plicates.
Authorities said that

number will change because more people have called in
since the nearby logging town of Darrington’s power
was restored Tuesday.
Hundreds of rescuers and heavy equipment operators

Mudslide searchers press on 

See ‘Landslide,’ page 9

Obama to drop NSA phone sweep?

See ‘Burger King Baby,’ page 3

Betty Gale stands outside her
shop, The Silver Thimble Quilt
Shop, Saturday in the Salmon
Landing building, on the 30th
anniversary of the store. 

Staff photo by Hall Anderson

‘Burger King Baby’ finds mom

Katheryn Deprill

Rescue workers carry an inflatable boat to a debris
field caused by a massive mudslide above the North
Fork of the Stillaguamish River, near Oso, Wash., on
Tuesday.                             AP Photo/The Seattle Times, Marcus Yam

Owner Betty Gale reflects on three decades in the quilt business

See ‘Quilt business,’ page 5

Biological mom
found with
social media

Preschool, music face reductions

Reports
warned of
danger



By ANICK JESDANUN
AP Technology Writer
NEW YORK — HTC is

updating its flagship HTC
One smartphone by giving
it a larger screen, better
software and more camera
features.
The original HTC One re-

ceived good reviews and
was named the best smart-
phone of 2013 at the wire-
less industry’s premier
trade show in Barcelona,
Spain, last month. But HTC
has failed to translate that
glowing praise into sales.
HTC executives acknowl-

edge that the company
made several operational mistakes in re-
leasing last year’s phone, including the
fact that customers of the leading U.S.
wireless carrier, Verizon Wireless,
weren’t able to buy it until months after
its launch. This time, the phone will be
available right away through all the
major carriers — and Verizon will get it
first in stores.
Online orders start Tuesday, while

most retail stores will get them by April
10. Verizon will have them in stores on
Tuesday as well. The new phone, offi-
cially the HTC One (M8), will cost about
$200 to $250 with a two-year service
contract, or about $650 without a con-
tract.
HTC also plans aggressive marketing,

including the heavy use of cable and
broadcast television ads. The goal is to
reach tech-savvy consumers and trend-
setters who are likely to recommend the

phone to friends. But HTC
executives said it won’t try
to match Samsung dollar for
dollar.
Samsung Electronics Co.

currently dominates the
global smartphone market.
Last year, the Korean com-
pany had a 31 percent mar-
ket share compared with
Apple Inc.’s 16 percent, ac-
cording to Gartner. HTC
had less than 5 percent.
Samsung, in particular, is

notorious for its heavy mar-
keting. The company spent
nearly 4.6 trillion won ($4.3
billion) in advertising in the
12 months through Septem-

ber, about four times the $1.1 billion
Apple spent in the same period, the lat-

est for which figures were available. Al-
though Samsung also makes TVs, refrig-
erators and other products, analysts
believe much of the marketing is for
newer products such as phones.
To break through, HTC plans to em-

phasize the One’s metal design. Sam-
sung’s phones typically have a plastic
back panel, while Apple’s iPhones use
glass. At Tuesday’s launch event, HTC
compared the phone’s smooth, polished
finish with jewelry.
HTC took a few jabs at Samsung

Tuesday without mentioning it by
name.
Jason Mackenzie, president of HTC

Americas, said HTC is doing more than
launching another plastic phone with
“maybe a software gimmick or two and
then masking it all with expensive ad-
vertising.”

Ben Wood, chief of research at tele-
coms analyst firm CCS Insight, said the
new phone is a “make or break device”
for HTC. He said HTC has the advan-
tage of coming out before Samsung’s
Galaxy S5 and Sony’s Xperia Z2. The S5
is coming on April 11, while Sony hasn’t
announced a U.S. release date yet.
“While HTC still has a mountain to

climb as it tries to recover its position in
the smartphone market, early indica-
tions are encouraging,” Wood wrote.
“However, there is no room for compla-
cency.”
The new One will have a screen

measuring 5 inches diagonally, up from
4.7 inches in last year’s model. It will
help software improvements designed
to anticipate your needs, such as offer-
ing lunch recommendations when it’s
time for lunch.
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MORNING BREAKFAST 
& COFFEE!

Come Visit us
at the Market Place
500 Mission St.

225-6527
or at the Plaza

247-6527

$6 Breakfast Sandwiches.
Lattes, Mochas, Expresso
And more!

We
Deliver!

KPU Water Conversion
to occur April 7, 2014

KPU WATER CUSTOMERS

Two affected customer groups: kidney dialysis patients and fi sh aquarium owners should 
confi rm they are ready for the conversion prior to April 7th.

Kidney dialysis patients should contact their dialysis equipment manufacturer to confi rm 
that their equipment is ready to receive chloraminated water. 

Aquarium owners should confi rm their existing chlorine removal method will also 
remove chloramines. 

In order to make Ketchikan’s water safer 
to drink, on April 7th KPU will complete 
the residual disinfection conversion to 
monochloramines. This will ensure the 
City water is safe and meets state and 
federal regulations.

FACTS ABOUT CHLORAMINES:
Chloraminated water is safe for people, including dialysis patients to drink, 
bathe in, cook with, and for other general uses. It is also safe for watering 
plants. It has been used in the US for over 90 years. 

More than 1 in 5 Americans drink water disinfected with chloramines.

Cities where you may have already encountered chloramines include:
Portland, OR; San Francisco, CA; San Diego, CA; Denver, CO; Dallas, TX; 
Austin, TX; Charleston, SC; Philadelphia, PA; Indianapolis, IN; Miami, FL; 
Minneapolis, MN; Boston, MA;  or Washington, D.C. 

Want more information? Go to the city website at:
http://www.city.ketchikan.ak.us/public_utilities/waterconv.html

Judy Madden waits on customers Glenn and Peggy Elliott on Saturday in The Silver Thimble Quilt Shop.
Saturday was the store's 30th anniversary. Jill Bennett, left, and Dena Conley walk in the background.

Photo by Hall Anderson

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK — Facebook has agreed to buy Oculus for $2 billion, betting
that its virtual reality technology may be a new way for people to commu-
nicate, learn or be entertained.
“This is a long-term bet on the future of computing,” said Facebook Chief

Executive Mark Zuckerberg Tuesday on a call with analysts. “I believe Ocu-
lus can be one of the platforms of the future.”
Oculus makes the Oculus Rift, a virtual reality headset that’s received a

lot of attention from video game developers, though it has yet to be released
for consumers. The headsets cover a user’s eyes and create an immersive
world that reacts to turning one’s head or moving back and forth.
Beyond games, Zuckerberg said virtual reality headsets might someday

be used to enjoy a courtside seat at a basketball game, study in a classroom,
consult with a doctor face-to-face or shop in a virtual store. The technology
also has social applications, he said.
“Imagine sharing not just moments with friends online but entire experi-

ences and adventures,” he said.
It is Facebook’s second big acquisition in as many months. Last month

the social network announced that it would pay $19 billion for deal mes-
saging startup WhatsApp, a deal that hasn’t closed.
“I don’t think you should expect us to make multiple multibillion-dollar

acquisitions within a couple months frequently,” Zuckerberg said.
But he called Oculus a “unique” company with a major lead on rivals. He

said virtual reality technology is a computing platform unto itself, compar-
ing it to personal computers, which revolutionized the world in the 1970s
and 1980s, and mobile phones.
Facebook Inc. said Tuesday that the deal includes $400 million in cash

and 23.1 million shares worth about $1.6 billion. Oculus employees are also
eligible for an additional $300 million if the company achieves certain tar-
gets.

HTC brings heavy metal to phone game

The new HTC One.
AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

Facebook buys 
virtual reality co. 

Will shell out $2 billion for Oculus 

"Quilt shops are a gathering place," she said. "If I wanted
to be involved in quilting every day of the week, I could
come here and do that. There is always someone you know
or you have quilting in common with here."
Gale said the quilt shop is a place for people new to

Ketchikan to meet and get to know other people.
"They come and start taking classes and join the guild, and

soon they have a family here," Gale said. "We make them
welcome because I feel we have that gift, to be able to do
that for them."
Mackey has worked at the shop for 28 years, and said she

couldn't have asked for a better boss than Gale.
"She's very generous with her time and flexibility," Mackey

said. "She makes it a very happy environment to work in,
and that lends a lot to the success we have with employees.
She treats us as family."
The shop's newest employee, Petrina Calvin, said she has

been on the receiving end of Gale's kindness, as well as the
generosity of the quilt guild.

When Calvin's home burned this past summer, she was
left with nothing. She said that within a week she received a
new sewing machine and "more supplies than I've ever had."
"It's been a really great group to be a part of," Calvin said.

"I'm very lucky."
Gale said the variety of employees has lent itself to having

a variety of fabric and patterns in the store. Gale encourages
input from the employees when selecting which fabric to
carry.
"That makes it successful too, because it's not just one per-

son choosing everything," Mackey said. "We hit a good cross
of everybody's tastes so we have a good variety."
Gale said that even though the business has been "a lot of

hard work," she loves it.
"To me, it doesn't seem like a job," Gale said. "I love the

summer because we meet so many people from other coun-
tries. Then comes October and all our local customers come
back. It's a lot of hard, hard work. But I love it."

mclark@ketchikandailynews.com

Quilt business Continued from page 1




